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10 Best Water Shoes of 2024

By Deirdre Mundorf | Reviewed by Marlo Jappen Porto | Updated: July 23, 2024 |

Whether you’re hitting the waves, taking a hike, or casting your reel, water shoes protect
your feet and provide you with the traction you need. The right pair for you will vary based
on your chosen activity, budget, and style and comfort preferences. Check out our top
picks, including our best overall recommendation, the Keen’s Hyperport H2 Sandal. Get
ready to make a splash!

Our Top Picks

Best Overall: Keen Men’s Hyperport H2 Sandal/Keen’s Women’s Hyperport H2
Sandal  »

Jump to Review ↓

Best Budget: Seekway Water Shoes  »

Jump to Review ↓

Best for Women: Xero Shoes Aqua X Sport - Women  »
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Best for Men: Under Armour Men’s UA Micro G Kilchis Fishing Shoes  »
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PROS:

Cushioned, high-rebound
insole

Bungee lacing system

Rubber sole for traction

CONS:

Pricey

No wide widths available

Buy From Amazon

Buy From Amazon

The Keen Hyperport H2 Sandal earns the top spot on our list These water
shoes are available in both men’s and women’s sizes with half-size options.
The shoes feature an Aquagrip rubber outsole to keep users from slipping
and sliding when walking on wet concrete, rocks, or other surfaces. Keen
integrated a foam insole with arch support into the design of these sandals
to provide cushioning and offer shock absorption.

These water shoes use a bungee lacing system, which makes them quick
and easy to put on and take off while also ensuring a snug fit to keep rocks,
sand, and other debris from getting into them. When they get wet, the open
design and quick-dry lining will work together to help the shoes – and your
feet – dry quickly. Four color combinations are available, and these shoes
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are made without PFAs (perfluoroalkyl and poly-fluoroalkyl substances) or
forever chemicals.

Specs

List Price: $120

Sizes: 7-15 (men’s)/5-11 (women’s)

Materials: Synthetic upper, foam insole and midsole, and rubber
outsole

Buy From Amazon »

Best Budget

Seekway Water Shoes  »

PROS:

Relatively inexpensive

CONS:

Runs a bit narrow
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Quick-drying mesh
upper

Nonslip rubber outsole

Limited sizes compared
to other models

Buy From Amazon

Costing less than $20, the Seekway Water Shoes are the cheapest pair on
our list. These water shoes are designed to be breathable and quick-drying.
The polyester mesh outer material facilitates airflow and circulation, and the
holes in the sole provide an escape for water to stop it from getting trapped
in the shoe. Each shoe has a nonslip rubber outsole to provide both
cushioning and traction as you walk on a variety of surface types. This pair is
designed with side webbing to help prevent accidental cuts or scrapes when
you’re on the go.

After putting these on your feet, simply use the bungee closure to achieve a
secure fit. The bungee design also means removing the shoes from your feet
will be relatively quick and easy. Seekway offers these water shoes in a wide
assortment of color options for both men and women. However, it’s
important to note that the available size options are more limited compared
to other water shoes, as only a few half sizes are available.

Specs

List Price: Starting at $19.98 (depends on color)

Sizes: 4.5-12.5 (men’s)/5.5-13.5 (women’s)

Materials: Polyester mesh outer with ethylene vinyl acetate (EVA)
sole

Buy From Amazon »

Best for Women
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Xero Shoes Aqua X Sport - Women  »

PROS:

Mesh upper and toe
guard drain holes for
water drainage

Lightweight

Suitable for use on
different terrain types

CONS:

Only three color options

Pricey
Buy From Amazon

The Xero Shoes Aqua X Sport is a top choice for women looking for water
shoes for the beach, water sports, fishing, hiking, and more. The FeelTrue
sole of these shoes is made from a durable rubber material to offer traction
on multiple terrain types, making these shoes a suitable option to wear
outside of the water as well. Beyond the FeelTrue sole, the design
incorporates several other features to make it a top pick for use in or near
the water. These shoes have a breathable mesh upper, drain holes in the toe
area, a lining that dries quickly, and a nonabsorbent tongue.
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Xero Shoes offers this footwear in three different color options. The pair is
available in half sizes from 5 through 11, helping many users find the right fit
for their feet. Xero Shoes says they should fit true to size. A few other key
features of these water shoes include the wide toe box and the zero heel-to-
toe drop to support healthy posture. As a lightweight water shoe – a size 7
weighs less than 6 ounces – you can easily toss these in a backpack without
weighing yourself down during your adventures.

Specs

List Price: $129.99

Sizes: 5-12 (women’s)

Materials: Mesh upper with rubber outsole

Buy From Amazon »

Best for Men

Under Armour Men’s UA Micro G Kilchis Fishin…
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PROS:

Rubber outsole to grip
wet surfaces

Foam midsole

Quick-dry upper material

CONS:

Limited color choices

Not very budget-friendly Buy From Amazon

Men looking for water shoes may want to consider the Under Armour Men’s
UA Micro G Kilchis Fishing Shoes. These shoes are designed to offer
excellent traction on rocks, wood decks, and other surfaces with their
nonmarking rubber outsoles. Under Armour also kept comfort in mind when
designing the shoes. There’s a Micro-G foam midsole, which runs the entire
length of the shoe, to provide cushioning and keep your feet from getting too
sore.

The textile upper on each pair of shoes is breathable and quick-drying to
keep your feet comfortable whether you’re on land or in the water. The
contoured midsole also helps keep your feet drier by supporting faster water
drainage. Under Armour added synthetic overlays to the shoes to protect you
from getting cuts and scrapes as you walk and explore.
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Specs

List Price: $90

Sizes: 8-14 (men’s)

Materials: Textile upper, foam midsole, and rubber outsole

Buy From Amazon »

Best for Kids

Merrell Little Kid's Bare Steps H2O Sneaker  »

PROS:

Extra-wide toe box is
roomy enough for
growing feet

CONS:

Some colors aren’t
available in wide widths

Not very cushioning
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Convenient and easily
adjustable Velcro
closure

Available in half sizes

Gripping rubber outsole
to prevent slips

Buy From Amazon

Keep your children’s feet protected when in the ocean, river, or pool with the
Merrell Little Kid's Bare Steps H2O Sneaker. Available in toddler and little kid
sizes 4 through 10 with half sizes and wide widths available, these water
shoes offer a barefoot feel so your child will hardly notice that they’re
wearing them. The shoes have a rubber outsole that offers both flexibility
and grip to keep young kids from slipping and sliding. Their construction also
utilizes water-friendly materials for drainage and fast drying.

The Merrell Little Kid's Bare Steps H2O Sneakers offer a child-friendly design.
They have a Velcro closure, making them easy for even young children to put
on or take off themselves. Additionally, the shoes feature an extra-wide toe
box that’ll leave sufficient space for feet to grow and develop without feeling
too cramped. Plus, they’re available in five fun color options to help each
child express their personality.

Specs

List Price: $40

Sizes: 4-10 (children’s, in both medium and wide widths)

Materials: EVA insole and rubber outsole

Buy From Amazon »

Best for Beach
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Speedo Surf Knit Pro  »

PROS:

Water-dispersing
outsole

Breathable

Pull-tab on heel

CONS:

Limited color options

Only available in full
sizes

Buy From Amazon

Before packing for your next beach trip, pick up a pair of the Speedo Surf Knit
Pro water shoes. When you step out of the water, these shoes will dry quickly
and help prevent moisture from lingering around your feet. They feature
hydrophobic rubber EVA insoles and breathable, fast-drying polyester
uppers. The outsole is constructed from rubber and offers a special S-Trac
design that helps disperse water with each step, providing better traction and
making it easy to navigate a variety of surface types.

Speedo sells these shoes in both men’s and women’s sizes and a few color
options. However, only full sizes are available, so you may need to determine
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whether to size up or down based on the characteristics of your feet. Each
shoe is also designed with a real pull tab on the heel to make it easier to put
the shoes on or remove them, especially if they’re wet.

Specs

List Price: $45

Sizes: 7-14 (men’s); 5-11 (women’s)

Materials: Rubber EVA insole with polyester outer

Buy From Amazon »

Best for Water Sports

Hiitave Men’s Barefoot Mesh Water Shoes/Hiit…

PROS:

Non-slip rubber sole

CONS:

May not offer a snug
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offers optimal traction

Removable elastic
shoelaces

Drainage holes

Wide toe box

enough fit

Few half sizes available

Buy From Amazon

Buy From Amazon

Consider trying the Hiitave Barefoot Mesh Water Shoes if you participate in
water sports, such as rowing, water polo, or kayaking. These shoes are
designed with comfort in mind. They feature a breathable polyester upper
and drainage holes that work together to help keep your feet from getting
waterlogged. Removable shoelaces and an elastic band make it easy to put
them on, take them off, and adjust their fit. The wide toe box offers plenty of
space for your feet to move and adds to the overall stability of the shoes.

The Hiitave Barefoot Mesh Water Shoes also have a nonslip rubber sole to
provide traction on wet and slippery surfaces. These shoes are available in
both men’s and women’s sizes. However, there aren’t many half-size options,
so you may need to size up or down to find a comfortable fit.

Specs

List Price: Starting at $23.99

Sizes: 7-14 (men’s); 6-11 (women’s)

Materials: Polyester upper with rubber sole

Buy From Amazon »

Best for Hiking

Teva Omnium 2 Hybrid Hiking Water Shoes  »
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PROS:

Spider Rubber outsole
for traction

Cushioned EVA foam
midsole

Quick-drying upper

CONS:

Only available in men’s
sizes

Not as budget-friendly
Buy From Amazon

Bring the Teva Omnium 2 Hybrid Hiking Water Shoes on your next outdoor
adventure. This option is designed to offer the right mix of water-friendly
features with the support you’ll need when hitting the trail. The shoes feature
a Spider Rubber outsole to provide superior traction on a variety of surfaces.
An EVA foam midsole delivers cushioning with each step, and a nylon shank
(the piece of material between the insole and outsole) keeps your feet
supported even when the terrain gets a bit rocky. To ensure your feet don’t
stay wet for long after hiking through a river or waterfall, the shoes’ uppers
are made from a synthetic material that dries quickly.

These hiking shoes are available in men’s sizes with many half-size options.
You can choose from two color options: black or bungee cord (brown with
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blue). The hook-and-loop closures, elastic gores (panels that provide
stretch), and plastic buckles help users get the shoes on and off quickly and
easily. A peppermint-based treatment is also applied to the shoes to help
control odors.

Specs

List Price: $90

Sizes: 7-14 (men’s)

Materials: Synthetic upper, EVA foam midsole, and rubber outsole

Buy From Amazon »

Best for Durability

Ryka Hydro Sport Women’s Water Shoes  »

PROS: CONS:
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Grippy rubber outsoles for
optimal traction

Quick-drying, chlorine-
friendly mesh

Toggle lacing system for
easy on-off

Several color choices

Limited selection of wide
widths

Only available in women’s
sizes

Buy From Ryka
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The Ryka Hydro Sport Women’s Water Shoes are designed with durability in
mind. Their grippy rubber outsole provides traction, supporting you as you
engage in water-based activities – even high-impact workouts. The mesh is
chlorine-friendly and the faux leather overlays provide extra sturdiness.

The EVA midsole and Nitracel insole provide cushioning while also
facilitating water drainage with their integrated holes. This drainage feature
combined with the quick-drying mesh uppers means your feet won’t stay wet
for long.

The Hydro Sport Water Shoes feature a narrower heel, a wider toe box, and
soft cushioning to suit the unique characteristics of women’s feet. These
shoes are available in sizes 5 to 12, including many half-size options. Choose
from three different color/pattern options, each with a toggle lacing system
to help simplify the task of putting on or removing the shoes.

Specs

List Price: $69.99

Sizes: 5-12 (women’s)

Materials: Quick-drying mesh with faux leather overlays, Nitracel
insole, EVA midsole, and rubber outsole

Buy From Ryka »

Most Stylish

Astral Brewer 2.0 Men’s Water Shoes/Astral Bre…
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PROS:

Stylish design mimics
the look of sneakers

Rubber outsoles for
traction

Wider toe box for
stability

CONS:

Expensive

Runs slightly narrow Buy From Amazon

Buy From Amazon

Astral sells attractive water shoes for both men and women. The Brewess
2.0 Water Shoes mimic the look of sneakers to keep you comfortable as you
engage in water activities. The shoe comes in three color options to match
the wearer’s personal preferences. For men, there’s carbon black, basalt
black, and storm navy. Women can choose between onyx black, stone gray,
and deep water navy.

Beyond their stylish appearance, these water shoes offer several additional
features to keep feet comfortable as you trek through wet conditions. The
brand’s trademarked G. 15 Rubber + Flex Grip outsoles provide traction, the
EVA foam midsole delivers cushioning, and the quick-dry canvas and 3D
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airmesh uppers help your feet stay as dry as possible once you’re out of the
water.

Specs

List Price: $125

Sizes: 8-14 (men’s); 6-11 (women’s)

Materials: Quick-dry canvas and mesh uppers, closed-cell EVA
midsole, rubber outsole

Buy From Amazon »

The Bottom Line

The ideal pair of water shoes for you will vary based on the intended activity, as well
as your shoe size, style preferences, and more. The Keen Hyperport H2 Sandal earns
the top spot in our list because of its quick-drying design, gripping rubber outsole,
comfortable and shock-absorbing foam insole, and easy-to-use lacing system. We
also like that this shoe is available in both men’s and women’s styles with half-size
options. However, after you consider your specific needs, you may determine that
one of our other recommendations is a better fit for you.

Things To Consider When Buying Water Shoes

Size and Fit: Choosing water shoes that are appropriately sized for your feet is
important. Just as you don’t want to purchase a pair of hiking or running shoes that
are too large, narrow, or wide, the same is true for water shoes. Dr. Brouyette notes
that water shoes can stretch out in the water. Thus, she recommends opting for a
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snugger rather than a looser fit when shopping for a new pair. You’ll also want to
consider whether you’ll be wearing the shoes barefoot or if you’ll be pairing them
with some neoprene socks. If you plan to use neoprene socks, you may want to size
up.

In addition to confirming that the shoes are sold in your size, you should also
consider their weight. Heavier shoes can be less comfortable to wear and may end
up slowing you down or impacting your ability to perform at peak levels. Similarly,
they’ll also add more weight to your bag when you aren’t wearing them.

Material: Pay close attention to the material used to make each pair of water shoes
that you’re considering. John Mercer, Ph.D., a kinesiology professor at the University
of Nevada Las Vegas, explains, “Water shoes are generally built with materials that
do not absorb water. So fabrics like Lycra or mesh are common.”

Roach highlights neoprene mesh as another excellent material for water shoes. He
explains that this breathable material helps keep your feet dry and reduces moisture,
preventing you from getting blisters. He says, “Neoprene is considered one of the
best materials for water shoes due to its excellent water resistance, quick-drying
properties, flexibility, and comfort.”

Beyond choosing shoes constructed from water-resistant materials, you may also
want to look for models that integrate drainage holes into their design. This will help
prevent too much water from getting trapped in your shoes, causing discomfort and
impacting the overall drying time for both the shoes and your feet.

Traction and Grip: “Look for shoes with a slip-resistant sole or tread pattern
designed for wet and slippery surfaces,” says Roach. He adds, “A rubber outsole is a
popular choice for water shoes due to its durability, flexibility, and excellent traction
properties."

Beyond the material of the outsole, John Wadley, vice president of product
development at Xero Shoes, emphasizes the importance of the tread design itself.
He explains, “A tread design optimized for wet environments will allow the water to
evacuate from underneath the tread. Don't get a shoe that traps the water under the
sole area."

Similarly, Wadley says “Think about a car tire tread pattern and how it encourages
water to be directed away from the tread to maintain contact with the road. A good
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water shoe does this to optimize grip for you during your water sports or other
outdoor activities.”

Style and Color Options: The pair of water shoes you choose should match your
personal style and color preferences, as otherwise you’re unlikely to wear them. As
you shop, consider the overall appearance of the water shoes and whether or not
they’ll complement your look. Consider the type of activity you plan to wear them for,
such as beach-going, hiking, or playing a water sport, and make sure they offer an
appropriate style.

Beyond simply considering the aesthetics of the shoe, you should also consider the
design elements that may make it a more practical choice for your chosen water-
related activity. For example, Dr. Brouyette says to look for toe protection. She
shares, “Make sure they are closed toes and protect against collisions with rocks or
other underwater obstacles, providing an extra layer of safety."

Wadley highlights the lacing style as another important thing to consider as you
shop. He explains, “A good water shoe will have a quick-draw cord mechanism that
doesn't absorb water making it extremely difficult to untie once wet. A typical shoe
lace will act as a sponge, soaking up water and then attracting dirt, grass, and weeds
to stick to it once it's wet. You're much better off with a thin cord, quickdraw style
closure that doesn't become more difficult to operate when wet, but also allows for
that quick adjustability during your water sport or outdoor adventure.”

How We Chose the Best Water Shoes

In addition to considering customer ratings and recommendations from professional
reviewers, we spoke with several experts in the industry: Nicole Brouyette, DPM, a
board-certified podiatrist with Henry Ford Health in Michigan; John Mercer, Ph.D., a
kinesiology professor at the University of Nevada Las Vegas; John Wadley, vice
president of product development at Xero Shoes; and Derek Roach, owner of Flow
Feet Orthopedic Shoes.

WHY SHOULD YOU TRUST US?
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Deirdre Mundorf, the author of this piece, has five years of experience writing
reviews, particularly about home and family products. A regular contributor to U.S.
News 360 Reviews on topics including the best compression socks, night lights, and
thermoses, Mundorf’s work has also been featured in USA Today, Bob Vila, and
House Digest. Marlo Jappen Porto, the editor of this piece, covers fitness products
as an editor at 360 Reviews.
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