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Best Wine Glasses of 2024

By Maureen Farrar, 500-hour Registered Yoga Teacher (RYT-500) | Reviewed by Marlo Jappen Porto | Updated: Jan. 19, 2024 |

Whether you’re a casual wine drinker or a wine aficionado or fall somewhere in between,
a good wine glass can elevate every sip.

But there are almost as many wine glass types as there are varieties of wine, so if you’re
searching for the best wine glasses, we narrowed it down for you. To find the best wine
glasses, we compared dozens of options while considering design, materials, care, and
price. We also tapped some of the top wine experts for their insights and pointers for
choosing the best wine glasses.
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Best Overall
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Universal shape is ideal Glass is tall, whichfor a variety of wine
types

Sturdy construction

Made with lead-free
crystal

impacts stability

Height may make
storage an issue

Buy From Amazon

These StandArt Machine-Blown Wine Glasses are a sophisticated and
affordable choice for wine lovers seeking an exquisite tasting experience.
This set of two is all-purpose and looks elegant enough for a special
occasion bottle yet still sturdy enough for everyday use. The gently curved
bowl is designed to open the wine’s aromas and distribute them straight to
your nose. The tulip shape of the bowl can enhance all types of wine from
bold reds to delicate whites and even sparkling wines. Made in Austria, the
lead-free crystal is formed from a single piece of molten crystal so there are
no joints, seams, or glues, eliminating the need to treat them like they’re
fragile. The wine glass is strong but slim, and the rim is laser-cut and
polished by a diamond wheel to give it higher resistance against impact,
breakage, and chipping. It also makes sipping wine a smooth experience.

It’s worth noting that these glasses are tall, which means the likelihood of
being tipped over is higher, and it may be more challenging to store them if
space is limited. The set of two glasses comes at a relatively affordable
price for the quality whether you enjoy a daily glass or plan to use these for
special bottles of wine. These glasses are dishwasher-safe, and Gabriel-Glas
recommends powered detergent over liquid. It’s also recommended to polish
them dry when damp and still steamy.

Specs

List Price: $68

Material: Crystal

Capacity: 16 fl oz
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Number of
Glasses:

2

Buy From Amazon »

Best Budget

Libbey Vineyard Reserve 12-Piece Party Set  »

PROS:

The set comes in two
glass sizes

Inexpensive

Dishwasher-safe

CONS:

Thicker than crystal

Oversized and takes up
valuable storage space

Buy From Libbey

If sticking to a budget is your main concern, this set from Libbey, which
includes 12 glasses, is an inexpensive but versatile option. Despite their
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affordable price, the glasses feature an elegant, classic, and practical design
that caters to both red and white wine drinkers. This set contains six merlot
Bordeaux wine glasses with a wide bowl that brings out the robust flavors of
your red wines, as well as six chardonnay Chablis glasses with a taller,
narrower bowl for lighter, subtler flavors.

The rim of these glasses is a little thicker than you’ll find on crystal
glassware, and that can sometimes feel awkward when drinking. However,
these pieces are durable with a solid weight; they don’t feel overly fragile,
unlike some crystal options. However, since they run a little big (especially
the red wine glasses), storage space is something to keep in mind.

Crafted from lead-free glass, this set is dishwasher-safe for easy cleanup. If
you do hand-wash, Libbey recommends filling a sink with warm, soapy water
and holding the glass by the bowl to submerge it. A soft foam or microfiber
brush may be necessary to remove stains from the bowl.

Specs

List Price: $49.99

Material: Glass

Capacity: 19.7 fl oz (merlot Bordeaux glasses); 18 fl oz
(chardonnay Chablis glasses)

Number of
Glasses:

12

Buy From Libbey »

Best for White Wine

Riedel Vinum Viognier/Chardonnay Glasses  »
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PROS:

Versatile

Enhances the flavor and
aroma of white wines

Elegant design

CONS:

Delicate rim chips easily

Pricey Buy From Amazon

This pair of wine glasses may look like an all-purpose set, but Riedel
specifically shaped each to allow the development of white wines’ flavors
and aromas. The Vinum series is Riedel’s bestselling glassware series, and it
was the first varietal (wine type)-specific, machine-made glass on the
market. The glass bowl shape is based on the character of the wine, and,
because white wine doesn’t need as much space to breathe as red wine, the
bowl is smaller and narrower to preserve the delicate aromas and
concentrate on the wine’s qualities. This one is designed for more light- to
medium-bodied wines like chardonnay, sauvignon blanc, Albariño, and pinot
gris.

Like most of Riedel’s lineup, these glasses are beautifully made without
being too delicate. The design is sleek and elegant and feels comfortable in
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your hand. The stem length is about half the total height of the glass,
creating a good distance between your hand and the bowl of the glass,
which helps to keep the wine cool. Overall, this is beautiful, functional
glassware without a premium price tag. Although these wine glasses are
durable, some consumers have noted that the rim chips easily, which isn’t
surprising considering it’s the thinnest part of the glass. That’s why, even
though these are dishwasher-safe, we suggest hand-washing.

Specs

List Price: $79

Material: Crystal

Capacity: 13 fl oz

Number of
Glasses:

2

Buy From Amazon »

Best for Red Wine

Riedel Veloce Cabernet/Merlot Glasses  »
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PROS:

Bowl is large enough to
aerate full-bodied wines

Luxurious design

Dishwasher-safe

CONS:

Delicate stem

Not ideal for those who
prefer wine glasses with
more heft

Buy From Amazon

Founded in 1756, Riedel has been synonymous with wine glasses, as it was
the first company to develop wine-friendly and varietal-specific stemware. Its
Veloce collection is made from the same high-quality crystal as the rest of
its glassware, but these are machine-made and mimic the look and feel of
handblown glassware for a fraction of the cost.

These red wine glasses are light, delicate, and fine, which adds to the
luxurious feeling of drinking from high-quality glassware. The rim is thin,
amplifying your enjoyment when sipping from this glass. The diamond-
shaped bowl is spacious, giving plenty of room to swirl and aerate (increase
its exposure to oxygen) the wine, which is ideal for showcasing full-bodied
wines, such as cabernet sauvignon, merlot, and Brunello because it allows
the wines to develop intense aromas and flavors more quickly.
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At nearly 10 inches, these glasses are on the taller side, and they’re more
fragile than other machine-made options. So although Riedel claims these
glasses are dishwasher-safe, we’d err on the side of caution and hand-wash
these.

Specs

List Price: $89

Material: Crystal

Capacity: 29.24 fl oz

Number of
Glasses:

2

Buy From Amazon »

Best Multipurpose

Zalto Denk’Art Universal Wine Glass  »

8/12/24, 10:02 PM Best Wine Glasses of 2024: Expert Picked | U.S. News

https://www.usnews.com/360-reviews/home-goods/best-wine-glasses 9/21

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B09YVV3M6L?&linkCode=ll1&tag=ru-homegoods-360-20&linkId=b8c6f60d087dc90c004d0c39d5a9e149&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl&asc_source={{USN_CLICK_ID}}&asc_campaign={{DATA_TRACKING_PLACEMENT}}&asc_refurl={{SREF}}
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00DS3X3SW?&linkCode=ll1&tag=ru-homegoods-360-20&linkId=d9e76dc258cefb33c95e02507319bab4&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl&asc_source={{USN_CLICK_ID}}&asc_campaign={{DATA_TRACKING_PLACEMENT}}&asc_refurl={{SREF}}
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00DS3X3SW?&linkCode=ll1&tag=ru-homegoods-360-20&linkId=d9e76dc258cefb33c95e02507319bab4&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl&asc_source={{USN_CLICK_ID}}&asc_campaign={{DATA_TRACKING_PLACEMENT}}&asc_refurl={{SREF}}


PROS:

Versatile enough for all
styles of wine

Beautiful handblown
glass

Dishwasher-safe

CONS:

Expensive

Very delicate and fragile Buy From Amazon

Multipurpose, or universal, wine glasses are the Goldilocks of drinkware –
the bowl isn’t too big or too small, and the width of the mouth measures
somewhere between the mouth of white and red wine glasses. In other
words, it’s just right. The Zalto Denk’Art Universal Wine Glass is excellent for
sipping every kind of wine, from crisp, light whites to dry, medium-bodied
pinot noirs and even to full-bodied cabernet sauvignons and zinfandels. The
stunning handblown, lead-free crystal glass is incredibly thin and light, and
its wide bowl and straight sides are designed to bring out the best aromas
and flavors of each grape. The sky-high stem feels good in the hand, and it
keeps the wine temperature from rising with your body heat. However, that
stem can snap easily if you aren’t careful.

8/12/24, 10:02 PM Best Wine Glasses of 2024: Expert Picked | U.S. News

https://www.usnews.com/360-reviews/home-goods/best-wine-glasses 10/21

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00DS3X3SW?&linkCode=ll1&tag=ru-homegoods-360-20&linkId=d9e76dc258cefb33c95e02507319bab4&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl&asc_source={{USN_CLICK_ID}}&asc_campaign={{DATA_TRACKING_PLACEMENT}}&asc_refurl={{SREF}}
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00DS3X3SW?&linkCode=ll1&tag=ru-homegoods-360-20&linkId=d9e76dc258cefb33c95e02507319bab4&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl&asc_source={{USN_CLICK_ID}}&asc_campaign={{DATA_TRACKING_PLACEMENT}}&asc_refurl={{SREF}}
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00DS3X3SW?&linkCode=ll1&tag=ru-homegoods-360-20&linkId=d9e76dc258cefb33c95e02507319bab4&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl&asc_source={{USN_CLICK_ID}}&asc_campaign={{DATA_TRACKING_PLACEMENT}}&asc_refurl={{SREF}}
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B00DS3X3SW?&linkCode=ll1&tag=ru-homegoods-360-20&linkId=d9e76dc258cefb33c95e02507319bab4&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl&asc_source={{USN_CLICK_ID}}&asc_campaign={{DATA_TRACKING_PLACEMENT}}&asc_refurl={{SREF}}


Drinking from these glasses can bring enjoyment to casual drinkers and wine
connoisseurs alike, and, despite feeling incredibly fragile, these Zalto wine
glasses are dishwasher-safe. Nevertheless, most reviews recommend that
you stick with gentle hand-washing followed by a quick polish with a
microfiber towel. These glasses are sold individually or as a set of two, four,
or six, and, while they’re considered luxury stemware, they’re adaptable,
catering to multiple types of wine, which means fewer glasses to store in
your cabinet.

Specs

List Price: $156

Material: Crystal

Capacity: 18 fl oz

Number of
Glasses:

2

Buy From Amazon »

Best Stemless

Schott Zwiesel Tritan Forte Universal Tumbler  »
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PROS:

Break-resistant

Dishwasher-safe

Ideal for a variety of
wine types

CONS:

Expensive

The bowl isn’t wide
enough for some wine
options

Buy From Amazon

This set of six stemless glasses from Zwiesel are beautiful, durable, and
break-resistant, making them ideal for everyday use. Made from titanium-
based, lead-free crystal, these pieces resist scratching, breaking, or chipping.
The flat base keeps them from tipping over, which is why they’re perfect for
parties and other get-togethers.

Stemless wine glasses should be easy to hold for a variety of hand sizes,
and these are narrow enough for the smallest hands but don’t feel fragile in
larger ones. The rim is smooth so it sips comfortably. This is a “universal
glass,” which means the bowl enhances any type of wine. This is a practical
and versatile choice if you don’t have room for wine glasses designed for
each style of wine.
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These glasses are only 3.75 inches in diameter at their widest point, so the
bowl doesn’t offer much in the way of aeration for larger-bodied wines like a
Burgundy or Bordeaux. Although these glasses are dishwasher-safe, hand-
washing is recommended because the heat of the dishwasher can make the
glass cloudy.

Specs

List Price: $72

Material: Crystal

Capacity: 19 fl oz

Number of
Glasses:

6

Buy From Amazon »

Best High-End

Josephinenhütte Josephine No. 3 Red Wine Gl…
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PROS:

Unique design
eliminates the need for a
decanter

Beautiful handcrafted
glass

Delicate but not fragile

CONS:

At $90 per glass, these
are incredibly expensive

Hand-washing is
recommended

Buy From Amazon

If you’re a serious wine drinker looking to invest in high-quality special-
occasion stemware, this is a beautiful option. Designed by sixth-generation
glassmaker Kurt Josef Zalto, these are mouth-blown and handmade in
Europe, and every glass is one of a kind. The modern design is extremely
unique: The wide bowl is designed to act like a wine decanter for ample
oxygen exposure so wines can more easily open and breathe.

About one-third of the way up from the stem, the glass indents (called “the
kink”), and this is designed for a more concentrated wine aroma. Although
the stem is long, it’s incredibly durable. Paper-thin and incredibly light, these
glasses feel like air, and sipping from the delicate rim makes it feel like
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there’s nothing between your mouth and the wine. These pieces are designed
to work well with every wine varietal.

Josephinenhütte says the set is “dishwasher suitable,” but it's recommended
to hand-wash the pieces with a few drops of mild detergent and lukewarm
water. The manufacturer also suggests that you never hold the glass by the
base or only the stem. Instead, cradle the goblet in your hand with the stem
between your index and middle finger.

You can buy by the glass or in sets of two, six, 12, 18, and 24, and, at $90 per
glass, these are a splurge. But if you’re a connoisseur of high-end wines, the
price may be worth it.

Specs

List Price: $180

Material: Handblown glass

Capacity: 27 fl oz

Number of
Glasses:

2

Buy From Amazon »

Best for Wine Tasting

Riedel Ouverture Wine Glasses  »
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PROS:

Collection of three types
of glasses

Affordable for a set of
12

Suitable for novice wine
drinkers

CONS:

Stems are on the shorter
side

Fragile Buy From Amazon

Shopping for wine glasses can be befuddling because the choices are
endless. How many glasses do you need? How many different types of
glasses do you need? This collection helps narrow down those decisions for
you. Ouverture is Riedel’s “entry-level series” of wine glasses, and it’s aimed
at users who appreciate everyday wine but don’t want to break the bank on
expensive glasses.

Nevertheless, these are high-quality, lead-free crystal wine glasses. This
collection contains 12 nonvarietal-specific glasses, which are excellent for
sipping a variety of wines. There are three sizes – four red wine glasses, four
white wine glasses, and four Champagne flutes – and the simple classic
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style is versatile because it highlights a variety of wines in a single glass.
They’re thin-lipped like higher-end glasses, so drinking from them is
enjoyable.

We like this because it’s a modest collection of stemware for daily use,
entertaining, or tasting wine. Each one is nicely balanced, and the affordable
price makes them more accessible to consumers. These elegant glasses are
machine-blown, and, like most wine glasses, these are dishwasher-safe, but
consumers have noted that they’re still fragile and recommend hand-
washing.

Specs

List Price: $175

Material: Crystal

Capacity: 12.34 fl oz (red wine glasses); 18.69 fl oz (white wine
glasses); 9.17 fl oz (Champagne flutes)

Number of
Glasses:

12

Buy From Amazon »

The Bottom Line

Whether you enjoy the occasional glass of wine or consider yourself a wine
connoisseur, it’s best to look for the sweet spot between price and functionality when
purchasing wine glasses. The Gabriel-Glas StandArt Machine-Blown Wine Glasses
are sophisticated, midpriced, and all-purpose wine glasses that are exquisite enough
for special occasions but aren’t too precious for everyday use. If you’re serious about
your wine, the Josephinenhütte Josephine No. 3 Red Wine Glass is a high-quality,
elegant (and pricey) option worth considering. Overall, we found that you can easily
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spend a small fortune on wine glasses, but there are plenty of affordable options that
will allow you to sip and savor your wine just as well.

Things To Consider When Buying Wine Glasses

Material: The material you choose may depend on your budget. The most common
materials are crystal and regular glass. Crystal is the material of choice for many
brands because it can be formed thin and is durable. “The best material is crystal,”
says Jonathan Kleeman, executive head sommelier at Tom Sellers Story Group,
which includes Michelin-Star restaurants. “It’s more elegant to drink out of, and can
give you a nicer experience,” he says. Crystal is more refractive (in other words,
sparkly), which is desirable when looking at wine.

Traditionally, crystal was made with lead to make it more durable – and some still is
– but most brands use lead-free crystal, which is usually made with magnesium and
zinc and offers the same strength and brilliance in a lighter glass without the health
hazards. Not surprisingly, crystal is the most expensive option. Wine glasses made
from glass tend to be thicker, which may not be as enjoyable to sip from as crystal.
However, it’s durable and nonporous so it won’t absorb smells or stains. However, it’s
more affordable than crystal and is dishwasher-safe.

Thickness: The thickness of the glass doesn’t contribute to making your wine taste
better. “The thickness doesn’t change the taste or necessarily the aromatics,” says
David Weitzenhoffer, founder of the wine store Community Wine & Spirits based in
New York City, New York, and a long-time wine-industry expert. “It does have
aesthetic appeal for many people,” he continues. Kleeman agrees: “If you like wine,
it’s going to taste good out of any glass. We’re talking more about preference. [A
thinner glass] does make a difference in terms of a more elegant drinking
experience.” 

Capacity: Red and white wine glasses vary in size and shape, but there are some
standard sizes. Red wine glasses generally hold between 12 to 16 fluid ounces, and
white wine glasses tend to hold 12 fluid ounces. It’s worth noting, however, that a
standard serving of wine is 5 fluid ounces. Wine writer and educator Eve Bushman
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says that wine should never be poured beyond the widest point of the bowl – “This
way, the wine drinker has room to swirl and capture aromas.” 

Shape: Wine glasses come in all shapes and styles. Whether your wine is red, white,
or sparkling, the aromas play an important role in its character. When it comes to red
wines, look for a glass with a large bowl, as this allows the wine to be exposed to
more oxygen, helping the wine open up and “breathe.” White wine glasses have a
smaller bowl and opening, which is designed to preserve the aroma rather than let it
breathe.

Stem: The stem on a wine glass doesn’t just look pretty and elegant. It has a couple
of functions. First, holding a wine glass by its stem instead of by the bowl of the
glass prevents body heat from your hands from affecting the temperature of the
wine. The stem also allows you to swirl your wine, which releases the unique aromas
of each wine.

Stemless wine glasses have the same bowl shape as stemmed glassware, but,
without the stem, they have a lower center of gravity, which makes them harder to
knock over and spill. Stemless glasses are much easier to store because they can
more easily fit in cabinets. They also fit into the dishwasher more easily and give off
a more casual, modern vibe.

Care: Whether you sip from fancy stemware or enjoy your wine in more affordable
glassware, it’s important to care for your wine glasses. Stains from previous pours or
residue from soap or detergent can alter the taste and appearance of your wine.
Gently cleaning, polishing, and drying them after each use will keep your glasses in
peak condition. Proper storage is also important. Bushman recommends storing fine,
thin-rimmed wine glasses with their bowls up, which significantly reduces the chance
of chipping when putting them away. It’s also recommended to keep the glasses
about a 1/2 inch apart, again to reduce the likelihood of chipping the glass.

How We Chose the Best Wine Glasses

To compile our list of the best wine glasses, we consulted various wine experts
including David Weitzenhoffer, founder of Community Wine & Spirits; Jonathan
Kleeman, executive head sommelier at Tom Sellers Story Group; and Eve Bushman, a
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wine writer and educator who has a Level Two Immediate Certificate in Wine and
Spirits from the Wine and Spirits Education Trust (WSET). These experts offered
insights into the best materials, shapes and sizes, and what to look for when
purchasing wine glasses. We also did a thorough analysis of some of the most
popular and well-reviewed wine glasses out there.

WHY SHOULD YOU TRUST US?

Our contributors and editors have years of experience researching, testing, and
reviewing products. The author of this piece, Maureen Farrar, is a commerce writer
and product reviewer specializing in home goods, health, and lifestyle. Her work has
appeared in The Spruce, Yoga Journal, and Outside, among others.

FAQ

About Our Team

Maureen Farrar, 500-hour Registered Yoga
Teacher (RYT-500)
Contributor

What’s the difference between white wine glasses and red wine

glasses?

How do you clean wine glasses?

Are expensive wine glasses worth it?

Based in the Pacific Northwest, Maureen Farrar is a seasoned
writer and editor who is passionate about crafting content that
empowers readers to live their healthiest lives. Her expertise
spans fitness, nutrition, and home. A regular contributor to
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publications such as Outside, Wide Open Spaces, and Yoga
Journal, Farrar is also a certified 500-hour yoga instructor.

Marlo Jappen Porto is a former editor for U.S. News 360
Reviews, focusing on home goods. Prior to joining the team,
she was a researcher at NBCUniversal, where she gathered
compelling and relevant archival content for live broadcasts. In
addition, she has spent years working as an editor and
community journalist.

8/12/24, 10:02 PM Best Wine Glasses of 2024: Expert Picked | U.S. News

https://www.usnews.com/360-reviews/home-goods/best-wine-glasses 21/21

https://www.usnews.com/topics/author/maureen-farrar
https://www.usnews.com/topics/author/marlo-jappen-porto
https://www.usnews.com/topics/author/marlo-jappen-porto
https://www.usnews.com/topics/author/marlo-jappen-porto
https://www.usnews.com/360-reviews/home-goods
https://www.usnews.com/360-reviews/services
https://www.usnews.com/360-reviews/sleep
https://www.usnews.com/360-reviews/technology
https://www.usnews.com/insurance
https://www.usnews.com/360-reviews/business
https://www.usnews.com/uk/360-reviews
https://www.usnews.com/
https://www.usnews.com/info/features/about-usnews
https://www.usnews.com/about-us/editorial-guidelines
https://www.usnews.com/info/features/contact
https://www.usnews.com/info/blogs/press-room
https://mediakit.usnews.com/
https://emailprefs.usnews.com/emailprefs/newsletters-index
https://www.usnews.com/info/features/employment
https://www.usnews.com/info/features/sitemap
https://www.usnews.com/products/features/home?src=usnfooter
https://www.facebook.com/usnewsandworldreport
https://twitter.com/usnews
https://www.usnews.com/info/features/terms
https://www.usnews.com/features/info/privacy
https://www.usnews.com/features/info/privacy/state-notice
https://www.linkedin.com/in/marlo-jappen-67b89962/

