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Without laptop bags, it would be nearly impossible to safely carry our personal
computers with us to work, school, or when traveling. The padded compartments offer
protection, while other pockets and dividers allow us to keep other essentials on hand.

With so many different manufacturers and styles — such as backpacks, messenger bags,
briefcases, and rolling bags — the options seem nearly endless. We've compiled a list of
the best laptop bags to help you focus your search and identify the right product for your
specific needs.
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« Rear-access laptop 2¢ Not suitable for larger
compartment laptops

The Custom Division Laptop Backpack from Timbuk2 is a stylish and
functional pick for those with 15-inch or smaller laptops. Each individual can
customize the look of this bag to match their preferences. Choose different
color options for the top front panel, bottom front panel, top middle panel,
boot (bottom) panel, and side panels. There are about 40 color choices in
total, allowing you to find a combination that best suits your tastes. You can
preview how the bag will look with your modifications on Timbuk2's website.

To make it easy to access your laptop without spilling or revealing the rest of
the contents of your bag, this product offers a separate rear access laptop
pocket. The padded pocket protects your device against drops. The air mesh
back panel behind the laptop compartment helps to keep you from
overheating as you carry the bag on your back. A few other notable features
include the neoprene water bottle pocket, the grab handle, and the internal
organizer for office supplies and cell phones.

Specs

List Price: Starting at $150 (All fabrics excluding Reflective, Flame
and Reflective, Silver for top front, bottom front, and side
panels)

Material: Canvas

Dimensions: 11in.Wx5.12in.Dx17.13in. H

Pocket Size: 15in.

Buy From Timbuk2 »
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Lenovo Laptop Casual Toploader »

PROS: CONS:

+ Inexpensive ¢ Only available in one

« Water-repellent fabric color option

2 Lighter padding than
some other options

" Integrated luggage strap

Retailing for just less than $20, the Lenovo Laptop Casual Toploader is the
least expensive product to make this list. Despite its low price, this laptop
carrying bag is sized to accommodate computers up to 15.6 inches. It
features an adjustable shoulder strap and an integrated shoulder strap,
providing flexible carrying options.

The exterior of the bag is made from water-repellent polyester material to
protect your electronics if you get caught in a sudden rain shower. The
zippered main compartment offers additional space to carry folders,
notebooks, and other items, plus there’s an additional front zippered pocket
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to hold a phone, pens, pencils, or other compact items. The bag weighs less
than 1 pound when empty, making it suitable for those seeking a lightweight

bag.

Specs

List Price: $19.99
Material: Polyester
Dimensions: 14.2in.Wx0.8in.Dx9.8in. H
Pocket Size: 15.6in.

Buy From Amazon »

The Real Leather Company The Daily »

PROS: CONS:
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« Adjustable Expensive
shoulder strap
for flexible
carrying options

X X

Doesn't provide
immediate
access to laptop
+ Quality genuine

leather

construction

« Two size
options
available

If you need to carry your laptop back and forth from the office, take a look at
The Daily from The Real Leather Company. The bag’s top-grain leather
construction makes it an attractive and durable choice. It comes in a
professional brown or dark brown leather finish. There are also two size
options to accommodate laptops of 15 and 17 inches.

Both size options feature an adjustable shoulder strap so you can decide
whether to carry it over just one shoulder or as a messenger bag. The
spacious main compartment offers a zippered closure with an interior laptop
sleeve and additional pockets to hold other essentials. The buckle latches
provide an additional layer of security and add to the overall professional
look of the bag. There’s also a smaller front zippered pocket that can hold
tablets, cell phones, and other essentials.

Specs

List Price: Starting at $249 (15 Inch)
Material: Top-grain cowhide leather
Dimensions: Starting at 15.8in. Wx 3.5in. D x 13in. H (15 Inch)
Pocket Size: Starting at 15 in.

Buy From The Real Leather Company »
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Samsonite Novex Laptop Backpack »

PROS: CONS:

« Lots of compartments ¢ Cannot hold 17-inch
to keep everything laptops
organized

2 On the smaller side
" Interior webbing to
protect against drops

« Padded shoulder
straps

Students looking to carry their laptop, headphones, books, and other
essentials around campus might like the Samsonite Novex Laptop
Backpack. This bag offers several compartments to keep all of those
essentials organized and easy to access. In addition to the back laptop
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pocket (which can also hold a tablet), it features a large main compartment
with a file folder sleeve and two mesh pockets. There's also a tricot-fabric-
lined top front pocket to keep headphones, glasses, cell phones, and other
items within easy reach. (Tricot is a thin polyester and/or nylon fabric.)
Additionally, the bag features a spacious bottom front pocket with several
pockets within it, a zippered mesh compartment, and pen sleeves.

Samsonite’s special laptop hammock suspension system features built-in
webbing to protect computers against damage should the bag get dropped.
The bag also offers a padded Airmesh rear panel and shoulder straps for
enhanced ventilation and comfort.

Specs

List Price: $§99.99
Material: Polyester
Dimensions: 12.3in.Wx7.3in.Dx17.5in. H
Pocket Size: 15.6in.

Buy From Samsonite »

SwissGear 1900 ScanSmart Laptop Backpack »
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PROS: CONS:

« Can lay flat for airport 2 Some users noted that
security the stitching on the

« Holds up to 17-inch straps started coming
laptops undone after a few

months

« Airflow padded back

panel 2 No sternum or waist

strap to support carrying

« Several interior heavier loads

compartments for
organization

The SwissGear 1900 ScanSmart Laptop Backpack offers several features
that make it an excellent pick for travelers. First, the bag has special
ScanSmart lay-flat technology, allowing individuals to unzip the entire laptop
compartment to lay it flat to go through airport security. Travelers will also
appreciate the amount of storage space the bag offers — it can hold much
more than just the 17-inch laptop that'll fit in the compartment. It has a large
main compartment with storage pockets and a zippered mesh pouch. Pack
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clothing, notebooks, toiletries, or other must-haves in these sections for your
next trip. There are also smaller compartments on the side and the front of
the bag to hold even more items.

The bag is made from 1200D ballistic polyester fabric, a thick and durable
material. It offers a padded back panel designed with Airflow ventilation
technology to promote comfort and keep users from getting too hot when
carrying the bag for extended periods of time. The straps are padded to help
alleviate weight and make the bag more comfortable to carry on your back. A
few of the other key features include the floating TabletSafe pocket, the
exterior water bottle pockets, the accordion file holder, the top carrying
handle, and the reflective material on the shoulder straps for increased
visibility after dark.

Specs

List Price: $89.99
Material: Polyester
Dimensions: 13.23in.Wx9in.Dx18.5in. H
Pocket Size: 17-in.

Buy From Amazon »

Targus CityGear Overnight Travel Roller »
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PROS: CONS:
« Large capacity ¢ Bulky
" Several compartments ¢ No shoulder strap

« Separate top-load laptop
compartment

You won't be lacking in space — either for a large laptop or other items — with
the Targus CityGear Overnight Travel Roller. This rolling laptop bag offers a
separate pocket with Targus’s patented DOME protection system designed
to accommodate laptops between 15 and 17.3 inches. The inside of the
pocket can be adjusted to ensure a secure fit for the specific dimensions of
each computer. The top-loading laptop section makes it easy to access your
device without opening the rest of the bag.

One of the benefits of this laptop bag is that it can hold everything you'll
need for a business trip. The overnight luggage section can hold a change of
clothes, and you can pack a tablet, business cards, pens and pencils, and
other accessories in the other pockets. With the telescoping handle and
wheels, the bag is easy to pull behind you to the car or through the airport.
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Specs

List Price: $144.99
Material: Polyester
Dimensions: 17.55in.Wx16.5in.Dx8.6in. H
Pocket Size: 15-17.3in.

Buy From Amazon »

Quince Italian Leather Triple Compartment Sh...

PROS: CONS:

+ Made from 100% top- o Pricey
grain leather
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« Zippered interior pocket 2¢ Only holds up to 13-inch

« Comes with a dust bag laptops

for storage

Kate Breen, personal stylist, image consultant, and owner of GetDressedGo,
recommends the Quince Italian Leather Triple Compartment Shopper Tote as
a stylish option. She says, “This bag is hands-down my current favorite
recommendation ... to carry a laptop and stay chic doing it. On the outside,
it's a classic, minimal leather tote that works well with almost any style of
business clothing. On the inside, it's a commuter's dream! It has pockets
galore and a zipper across the laptop compartment, making it extra secure.”

This bag can accommodate up to 13-inch laptops, so it may not be a suitable
choice for users with larger devices. It's made from 100% top-grain Italian
leather, comes with a dust bag to preserve the leather finish when you're not
using it, and offers metal feet to protect the base from damage when you
place it on a table or the floor. Quince offers the bag in six different colors:
Black, Cappuccino, Cognac, Dark Brown, Olive, and Navy.

Specs

List Price: $328
Material: Italian leather
Dimensions: 14.5in.Wx5.5in.Dx12in. H
Pocket Size: 13-in.

Buy From Quince »
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The Bottom Line

If you're going to be bringing your laptop with you to work, school, or any other
location, then you'll need a suitable laptop bag. Since everyone has different needs
and preferences when it comes to bag types, carrying styles, materials, sizes, prices,
and more, the ideal laptop bag for you may look very different from the ideal bag for
someone else. The Custom Division Laptop Backpack from Timbuk2 earned the top
spot on our list, but if you are looking for something that isn't a backpack, prefer
leather materials, or are looking for a more budget-friendly pick, then you might
decide to go with one of our other recommendations.

Things To Consider When Buying Laptop Bags

Pocket Size: When choosing a laptop bag, it's essential to consider the pocket size.
First and foremost, you need to be confident that your laptop will fit in the bag you
choose. Zac Moyle, founder of The Real Leather Company, recommends looking for
options that list the laptop size(s) they're able to accommodate. For example, if you
have a 15-inch laptop, he says you should “choose a brand that specifically states
'this bag fits 15 inch laptops' - not one that gives vague measurements.”

Beyond the size of the laptop compartment in the bag, you should also consider how
many other pockets or compartments there are and their sizes. Breen explains, “No
one likes carrying multiple bags, so look for a laptop bag that is also designed to
carry your other daily necessities. Laptop bags that serve double duty as purses or
carry-ons make it easier to stay streamlined.” Think about the other items that you
wish to carry in the bag along with your laptop to help you make the right choice.

Material: Laptop bags are available in a wide range of materials, including leather,
nylon, polyester, and canvas. The material you choose should be durable, match your
style and design preferences, and be suitable for how you plan to use the bag. For
example, if you walk to the office or use public transportation and the bag will often
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be exposed to the elements, choosing a bag made with a more waterproof fabric,
such as tarpaulin, may be a high priority for you.

Leather, which is known for its high quality, is a popular option for laptop bags as
well. Nylon and polyester laptop bags are also known for their durability and can be
more affordable options than genuine leather.

Portability: Portability is another factor to consider during your search for a new
laptop bag. After all, the main purpose of a laptop bag is to allow you to bring your
personal computer with you to other locations, whether it be for work or leisure. The
exact nature of your travel needs, however, will determine just how much portability
should play a role in helping you decide which bag to purchase.

If you'll be carrying your bag for extended periods of time, such as when commuting
to work or walking around a busy airport, then look into a laptop backpack that can
offer more even weight distribution. Alternatively, you could also consider a rolling
bag or briefcase to avoid the need to carry a heavy laptop on your back for a
prolonged period.

Your means of commuting can also impact the ideal style and/or size for you. For
example, if you take public transportation, then a more compact model may be the
best option. This way, you won't have to worry about the bag being too bulky and
hitting other passengers as you walk down the aisle. A more compact bag also won't
take up too much of your legroom when sitting in a tighter spot.

Design: “Even though its main job is to perform a function, you shouldn't neglect the
form of the bag you choose,” shares Breen. She explains, “You want your laptop bag
to enhance, not undermine, your personal style. The bag and your overall vibe should
be cohesive. If your clothes say ‘elegant’ and your laptop bag says ‘college student’
you are due for an upgrade.”

With the wide array of laptop bags on the market, there are many different styles to
choose from. The type of the bag (tote, backpack, briefcase), material, and color will
all affect its overall look. Consider whether you're searching for something more
formal and business-oriented, tech-savvy, sporty, or modern as you conduct your
search.

Extra Features: Finally, consider whether or not there are any extra features you'd like
to see in the laptop bag you purchase. A few to consider looking for include:
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USB Ports: Laptop bags with integrated USB ports can make it possible to charge
your cell phone and other devices when you’re on the go.

Radio-Frequency-ldentification (RFID)-Blocking Technology: If you want to
protect your identity and personal information on your laptop, you might consider a
bag with RFID-blocking technology. The special technology blocks RFID scanners,
preventing them from being able to transfer information off of your device.

False Bottoms: Bags with a false bottom feature additional padding at the base of
the laptop sleeve. Instead of the laptop sleeve reaching the floor, where your
computer could get damaged if the bag were dropped, there is some extra padding
to provide you with some peace of mind.

Anti-Theft Features: To protect your laptop against theft, consider looking for bags
with anti-theft features. These may include lockable zippers and hidden
compartments to make the bag more difficult to access.

Weather-Resistant Features: If you plan on carrying your laptop bag outside
regularly, then choosing a model with some weather-resistant features may be a
good idea to protect the laptop and the bag itself from damage. Consider looking
for water-repellent coatings on the fabric, polyurethane-coated zippers, rain shells,
or roll tops.

How We Chose the Best Laptop Bags

We considered several criteria when curating our list of the best laptop bags. We
wanted to ensure that we offered a range of bag types and materials to meet the
varying budget needs of readers. To help us finalize our selections, we sought the
input of experts in the industry including Kate Breen, a personal stylist, image
consultant, and owner of GetDressedGo, and Zac Moyle, the founder of The Real
Leather Company, a company that sells leather goods including bags, wallets,
journals, and more.

WHY SHOULD YOU TRUST US?

Deirdre Mundorf, the author of this piece, has five years of experience writing product
reviews. She previously worked as an elementary school teacher for more than a
decade, so she understands the importance of having the right tools and devices -
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whether it be for school or the workplace — to succeed. Mundorf regularly
contributes to U.S. News 360 Reviews and has also written for several other online
publications, including Bob Vila, USA Today, and House Digest.

FAQ
How do | determine the appropriate size for a laptop bag? +
Are laptop bags water-resistant? +
Can | take my laptop bag with me on a flight? +
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Marlo Jappen Porto is a former editor for U.S. News 360

Reviews, focusing on home goods. Prior to joining the team,
she was a researcher at NBCUniversal, where she gathered
compelling and relevant archival content for live broadcasts. In
addition, she has spent years working as an editor and
community journalist.

Read more

U.S. News 360 Reviews takes an unbiased approach to our recommendations. When you use our links to buy products, we may earn a
commission but that in no way affects our editorial independence.
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