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If you're shopping for a refrigerator that keeps fresh foods organized and easy to find, a
bottom-freezer layout may be right for you. According to Antoni Singger, founder of
Breezer Freezer, a bottom-freezer refrigerator can offer a number of benefits compared
to other styles.

"They provide more convenient access to the fridge, reducing the need to bend down.
This design also places the most-used items at eye level, improving efficiency," Singger
says. "The freezer at the bottom allows for larger, more organized storage in the fridge
compartment.”

With the guidance of home and appliance experts like Singger, we researched the best
bottom-freezer refrigerators and highlighted our recommendations below. Our top pick is
the LG LRMVC2306 Smart Door-in-Door Refrigerator.
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Best Overall: LG LRMVC2306 Smart Door-in-Door Refrigerator »

Best Budget: Hisense HRB171N6A Counter-Depth Bottom-Freezer Refrigerator »
Best Large Capacity: GE Profile PVD28BYNFS 4-Door French-Door Refrigerator »
Best for Apartments: GE GLE12HSPSS Counter-Depth Bottom Freezer Refrigerator »

Best Smart: Samsung RF23BB8 Bespoke 4-Door French Door Refrigerator »

Best Overall: LG LRMVC2306 Smart Door-in-Door
Refrigerator
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@ LG

Buy From LG

Pros:
v Flexible storage drawer with five temperature options
v InstaView panel to see inside the refrigerator

v Energy Star qualified

Cons:

== Expensive
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== May not offer sufficient storage for larger families

The LG LRMVC2306 Smart Door-in-Door Refrigerator — with its innovative and user-
friendly features — is our top pick for the best bottom-freezer refrigerator. This model
has a 23-cubic-foot capacity, a French door refrigerated section, and two drawers.
The bottom drawer is for frozen foods, while the top drawer allows for more flexible
storage options with five different temperature options. This model includes an
integrated ice and water dispenser with a water filter that's hidden behind the shelves
inside the door, helping to maximize the available storage space. When dispensing
water, you can select the amount you need, and the unit will fill your cup or container
as desired. The dispenser offers a 12.6-inch height, which is tall enough to fit a
variety of cups, containers, and even water pitchers.

This LG LRMVC2306 is a Wi-Fi-enabled model that connects with LG’s ThinQ app.
With the app, you can monitor and adjust the temperature of the freezer and
refrigerator from your phone and receive alerts about the appliance. This model
features an InstaView panel. If you knock on the tinted glass two times, it lights up,
making it possible to see inside the inner compartment without needing to open the
door and let cold air out.

Specs:

List Price: Starting at $3,899
Dimensions: 353/4in.Wx311/4in.Dx701/4in. H

Total Capacity: 23 cu. ft.

Water Dispenser: Yes

Ice Maker: Yes

Best Budget: Hisense HRB17IN6A Counter-Depth
Bottom-Freezer Refrigerator
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2 HISENSE

Buy From Lowe's

Pros:
v Adjustable shelf

v “Super cool function” and “super freeze function” for rapid temperature
reductions

v Relatively inexpensive

Cons:

== Crmallar rananityvy
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= No water or ice dispenser

With a price tag less than $1,000, the Hisense HRB171N6A Counter-Depth Bottom-
Freezer Refrigerator offers a more budget-friendly option for those looking to enjoy
the benefits of having a freezer on the bottom. This model has a 17.2-cubic-foot
capacity and a more compact footprint than some of the larger models on our list.
This may make it a better fit for individuals with a smaller kitchen or those looking
for a second refrigerator for another room in their home. It's also a counter-depth
model, so it won't stick out past the edges of the cabinets in your kitchen.

Hisense incorporates a variety of features to help users maximize the available
storage space. For example, one of the shelves in the refrigerator section is
adjustable to allow for different configuration options. The refrigerator door includes
bins to store condiments and other items, including a section that's large enough to
hold a full gallon of milk, water, or another beverage. The LED lighting in the
refrigerator will help users locate what they’re looking for. This model also has a
“super cool function” and “super freeze function.” If you need to cool or freeze food
items in a pinch, simply press either of those buttons and colder air will be
generated.

Specs:

List Price: Starting at $999
Dimensions: 33 3/20in. Wx287/10in.Dx7131/50in. H

Total Capacity: 17.2 cu. ft.

Water Dispenser: No

Ice Maker: No

Best Large Capacity: GE Profile PVD28BYNFS 4-Door
French-Door Refrigerator
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@ GE

Buy From Best Buy

Pros:
v Spacious
¥ Door-in-door storage with rotating compartments

v Four-temperature adjustable drawer

Cons:

== Expensive
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== \Won't sit flush with cabinets

If you have a large family or need more storage space, take a look at the 27.9-cubic-
foot GE Profile PVD28BYNFS 4-Door French-Door Refrigerator. This standard-depth
model features an adjustable-temperature, refrigerated drawer above the freezer.
Users can choose from four different temperature settings to create ideal storage
conditions for wine, meat, cheese, or another item they wish to use it for. This
product offers an integrated ice and water dispenser. The AutoFill feature uses
sensors to detect the capacity of each container and automatically stop the flow of
water once it's full.

The GE Profile PVD28BYNFS 4-Door French Door Refrigerator also has integrated Wi-
Fi. Users can download GE's SmartHQ app on their phones, which will allow them to
receive alerts, control the Turbo Cool and Turbo Freeze capabilities, and even
customize the brightness of the internal LED lights. This bottom-freezer refrigerator
has a fingerprint-resistant stainless finish and is an Energy Star qualified appliance.

Specs:

e List Price: $4,199
e Dimensions: 355/8in.Wx363/4in.Dx70in. H
Total Capacity: 27.9 cu. ft.

Water Dispenser: Yes

Ice Maker: Yes

Best for Apartments: GE GLE12HSPSS Counter-Depth
Bottom Freezer Refrigerator
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@ GE

Buy From Best Buy

Pros:

¥ Compact size

v Temperature-controlled drawer with three settings

v Energy Star certified

Cons:

== Small capacity
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== |ce maker isn't included

If you live in an apartment or have a small kitchen, then the counter-depth GE
GLE12HSPSS Bottom Freezer Refrigerator might be a good fit for you. This compact
model is less than 2 feet wide and has an 11.9-cubic-foot capacity. The refrigerator
compartment features a full-width, temperature-controlled drawer, providing optimal
storage conditions for the different foods you need it to hold. Choose from three
different temperature settings depending on whether or not you're storing meats,
cheeses, drinks, or something else. There are also two pullout freezer drawers to
help you keep your items organized and easily accessible.

This model also offers edge-to-edge, glass shelves to help you maximize the interior
space to store more food items. The top shelf can slide back to accommodate
bottles and other taller items when needed. There's also a bottle storage rack that
extends down from the middle shelf of the refrigerator. It can hold up to five bottles,
and, if not needed, it can be folded up to provide more shelf space for storing other
items. To help users easily find what they're looking for in the refrigerator, this model
also features bright LED interior lighting.

Specs:

List Price: $1,754.99
Dimensions: 23 1/2in.Wx261/2in.Dx70in.H

Total Capacity: 11.9 cu. ft.

Water Dispenser: No

Ice Maker: No (available as an optional add-on)

Best Smart: Samsung RF23BB8 Bespoke 4-Door
French Door Refrigerator
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(3) SAMSUNG

Pros:

¥ Compatible with SmartThings app for temperature alerts and monitoring

v Integrated Family Hub for viewing the contents of the fridge, managing
calendars, and more

« Dual ice maker

Cons:

== Expensive

== No handles for opening doors and drawers

If you're looking for a smart refrigerator that comes with all the bells and whistles,
then you might want to take a look at the Samsung RF23BB8 Bespoke 4-Door French
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Door Refrigerator. This model connects with the SmartThings app, allowing you to
monitor power usage and receive notifications about unexpected temperature
fluctuations in the refrigerator or freezer.

In addition to the integration with the app, this bottom-freezer refrigerator also
features Samsung’s Family Hub. The Family Hub is a smart panel that can connect
with other smart devices in your home, making it possible to view and manage
calendars, play music, and even plan meals from the refrigerator. The Family Hub
section will also let you view what's inside the fridge without opening the door.

The Samsung RF23BB8 Bespoke 4-Door French Door Refrigerator offers a modern
look with customizable front panels. You can keep all four panels the same color or
choose a combination of finishes for a unique look to make a statement in your
kitchen. A few of the other standout features of this bottom-freezer refrigerator
include the FlexZone Drawer with five temperature options, the built-in pitcher and
water dispenser, and the dual ice maker.

Specs:

e List Price: $4,299
e Dimensions: 353/4in. Wx283/4in.Dx70in.H

Total Capacity: 23 cu. ft.

Water Dispenser: Yes

Ice Maker: Yes

The Bottom Line

“The most significant advantage [of bottom-freezer refrigerators] is the convenience
of having your most-used items at eye level, reducing the need to bend or crouch,’
shares Samantha Odo, chief operating officer of Precondo.

All of the models in our list offer this benefit. However, they also differ in varying
other aspects, including their capacity, the retail price, and any added features,
impacting which model is right for you. We chose the LG LRMVC2306 Smart Door-in-
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Door Refrigerator as our top pick because of its smart capabilities, adjustable
organizational features, storage drawer with flexible temperature options, and more.

Things To Consider When Buying Bottom-Freezer
Refrigerators

Dimensions: Before purchasing a new bottom-freezer refrigerator, you'll want to
make sure the model you choose will fit in your kitchen. To determine this, you'll need
to measure the dimensions of the space you have available and compare it to the
dimensions of each model you're considering. When taking measurements, don't
only measure the length and width of the space. If there are any cabinets over where
the fridge will be placed, you'll also need to measure to determine the maximum
height that will fit.

As you're shopping, you'll notice that there are counter-depth and standard-depth
models available. As their name suggests, counter-depth refrigerators are designed
to match the depth of your kitchen cabinets (between 23 and 27 inches deep). While
these models may not offer as much storage space as standard-depth models,
which are between 30 and 36 inches deep, they can provide a more built-in
appearance. Also, since they won't stick out past the cabinets, they may be a better
option for tighter kitchens.

Capacity: The capacity of a bottom-freezer refrigerator will directly affect how much
food you'll be able to store in it. Capacity is measured in cubic feet, with the majority
of appliances falling between 11 and 28 cubic feet. The larger the capacity, the more
food that you'll be able to store in the refrigerator and freezer compartments.

The number of people in your home and the amount of food you like to keep on hand
can help guide your search. Generally speaking, a fridge with a capacity between 18
and 22 cubic feet should be sufficient for households with up to four people, while
homes with more members may want to look for a fridge with a capacity greater
than 22 cubic feet.

As you compare the various models on the market, be sure to pay attention to not
just the overall capacity but the capacity of the freezer and refrigerator sections
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individually as well. This can help give you a better idea of whether or not the
appliance will meet your needs.

Energy Efficiency: Samantha Odo, chief operating officer of Precondo, believes that
energy efficiency is an important factor to keep in mind when shopping for a
refrigerator. “A more energy-efficient model can lead to significant long-term savings
on your utility bills,” she says.

Odo recommends looking for models that have the Energy Star label “to ensure your
refrigerator meets high standards for energy efficiency, ultimately reducing your
carbon footprint and operating costs.”

According to the United States Department of Energy, Energy Star certified models
can save users more than $220 over the lifetime of the refrigerator (assuming an
average lifespan of 12 years). These models are just less than 10% more efficient
than other models that meet the minimum energy-efficiency qualifications put in
place by the federal government.

Features and Technology: Be sure to closely compare the features and technology of
each model you're considering to make sure the refrigerator you choose matches
your needs. “First and foremost, consider the interior layout,” says Odo.

She adds: “Look for adjustable shelving, spacious door bins, and ample storage
options to accommodate your specific needs. This flexibility is essential for
organizing your groceries efficiently. Another vital feature is the freezer drawer. Opt
for one with multiple compartments or sliding baskets for easy access and
organization.”

You might also want to look for models that come with an ice and water dispenser. If
you like having cutting-edge appliances, then you have a number of new
technologies to consider as well. For example, some refrigerators offer Wi-Fi
connectivity, allowing you to monitor temperature settings, diagnose issues, and
more via an app on your smartphone. Others may come equipped with advanced
humidity or cooling features to extend the freshness of your food.

Finishes: Like other kitchen and laundry appliances, bottom-freezer refrigerators are
available in a range of finish options. Some of the most common finishes include
stainless steel, black stainless steel, and white, but you can also find models
available in a range of other colors.
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There are pros and cons to each material type that you'll want to consider alongside
your individual preferences and budgetary needs. For example, while stainless steel
is durable and resists corrosion, stainless refrigerators are often more expensive.
White appliances, on the other hand, are less expensive and don't show smudges,
but do stain more easily than some other finish options.

If you're looking to make a statement in your kitchen or want the flexibility of being
able to change the finish of your refrigerator without purchasing an entirely new
appliance, some models on the market offer changeable door panels that come in
various finishes and color options for a truly customized look.

How We Chose the Best Bottom-Freezer
Refrigerators

When putting together this buying guide of the best bottom-freezer refrigerators, the
360 Reviews team consulted with experts in the home and appliance industry,
including Samantha Odo, chief operating officer of Precondo, and Antoni Singger,
founder of Breezer Freezer.

Their expert input helped to guide our research and selection process; we also
sought to include products that would meet the needs and budgets of various users,
from large families to those who live in small apartments. The products we
recommend above all come from reputable manufacturers in the appliance industry.

WHY SHOULD YOU TRUST US?

At U.S News 360 Reviews, our contributors and editors bring extensive experience in
researching, vetting, and reviewing consumer products. Deirdre Mundorf, the author
of this piece, has been writing about home-related topics for nearly five years. She
has covered a range of appliances both large and small for 360, from washing
machines to air purifiers for allergies. Her work can also be seen in online
publications that include Discover Magazine, Bob Vila, and House Digest.

The reviewer of this piece, Marlo Jappen Porto, has been an editor at 360 Reviews
since 2022, specializing in the home and health categories.
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FAQ

How long do bottom-freezer refrigerators last? +

Are bottom-freezer refrigerators more efficient than top-freezer +
refrigerators?

Do bottom-freezer refrigerators cost more than top-freezer +
refrigerators?

U.S. News 360 Reviews takes an unbiased approach to our recommendations. When you use our links to buy products, we may earn a
commission but that in no way affects our editorial independence.

Copyright 2024 © U.S. News & World Report L.P.
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