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18.1 lbs.

MORE DETAILS SEE REVIEW »

Are Hoover Vacuums Good?

In our evaluation of the Best Vacuums, one Hoover model makes the list: the Hoover
WindTunnel 3 High Performance Pet Upright Vacuum. It earns the No. 6 spot in our
rankings.

A trailblazer in the vacuum industry, Hoover’s inception dates back more than a century.
Back in 1907, a janitor named James Murray Spangler built the first upright vacuum
cleaner, which he dubbed as an “electric suction sweeper,” to alleviate the asthma
symptoms he experienced while cleaning. A year later, William H. "Boss" Hoover, an
owner of a leather goods store, invested in Spangler’s company, the Electric Suction
Sweeper Company, and kept Spangler as a partner. In 1922, he renamed the company the
Hoover Company and continued to improve the product.
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Today, Hoover is part of TTI Floor Care North America, which is based in Charlotte, North
Carolina. Hoover has five plants in North Carolina, as well as one in El Paso, Texas, and
another in Juarez, Mexico.

Hoover WindTunnel 3 High Performance Pet Upright

Vacuum Review

Hoover WindTunnel 3 High Performance Pet Upright Vacuum  »

Buy at Amazon

Best with HEPA Filtration

3.9 U.S. News Rating

$240

Upright

18.1 lbs.

MORE DETAILS SEE REVIEW »

Ranked #6 in Best Vacuums of 2023

Best for:

Homes with pets or active children
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People who have allergies

Shoppers on a budget

Those who want a vacuum with strong suction power

Not recommended for:

Those with limited storage space 

Shoppers looking for a lightweight vacuum that is easy to maneuver

As its name suggests, the Hoover WindTunnel 3 High Performance Pet Upright Vacuum
is an excellent choice for families who have pets. It’s designed with features that
particularly target pet hair. One of its attachments, the Pet Turbo Tool, picks up fur from
upholstery.

Additionally, the Hoover is equipped with a HEPA (high-efficiency particulate air) filter,
which benefits those who have allergies by trapping dust, pollen, viruses, and bacteria.
Plus, the filter includes a carbon layer that absorbs odor.

This Hoover, however, is not ideal for shoppers who want a lightweight vacuum. Of all the
vacuums in our Best Vacuums list, the Hoover is the heaviest at 18.1 pounds, a weight
that may be cumbersome to carry, particularly if your home has multiple stories.
Professional reviewers also point out the Hoover's bulkiness, which is something to keep
in mind if you’re tight on space.

While the Hoover has a generous 40-foot cord that allows it to reach multiple rooms
while remaining plugged into the same outlet, its most notable feature is its strong
suction. The vacuum boasts 12 amps of power. Suitable for deep cleaning jobs, its
WindTunnel technology uses three channels of suction to lift dirt from surfaces.

Since the Hoover is bagless, it saves you the trouble of purchasing replacement bags for
the unit. Instead, the vacuum holds collected debris in a 1.42-liter canister, which is a
greater capacity than any other vacuum in our ratings. The Hoover, though it’s packed
with features, is the most affordable upright vacuum in our Best Vacuums list, making it
a great fit for those on a budget.
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Popular Vacuums

What Comes With a Hoover WindTunnel 3 High

Performance Pet Upright Vacuum?

The Hoover WindTunnel 3 High Performance Pet Upright Vacuum includes four
attachments: the Pivoting Dusting Tool, the Pet Turbo Tool, the Telescoping Extension
Wand, and the Crevice Tool. The Pivoting Dusting Tool, which can either attach to the
vacuum’s hose or the Telescoping Extension Wand, has a wedge-shaped brush to clean
areas where dust settles such as ceiling fans or heaters. The Pet Turbo Tool eliminates
pet hair from furniture and stairs, and the Telescoping Extension Wand helps lengthen
the hose’s reach.

Buy at Amazon

4.1 U.S. News Rating

$247

Upright

13.8 lbs.

SEE REVIEW »

Buy at Amazon

4.2 U.S. News Rating

$600

Stick

6.7 lbs.

SEE REVIEW »

Buy at Amazon

3.9 U.S. News Rating

$240

Upright

18.1 lbs.

SEE REVIEW »
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While the Hoover’s extra-wide nozzle is great for tackling large debris, the Crevice Tool
attachment allows for precise cleaning of hard-to-reach corners and crevices.

How Much Does a Hoover WindTunnel 3 High

Performance Pet Upright Vacuum Cost?

The Hoover WindTunnel 3 High Performance Pet Upright Vacuum costs $239.99.
Compared to the other vacuums in our ratings, this price tag is one of the lowest. It’s the
least expensive upright vacuum in our Best Vacuums list, costing $260 less than the
Dyson Ball Animal 2 Upright Vacuum.

While the Bissell Pet Hair Eraser Turbo Upright Vacuum sells for about ten dollars more
than the Hoover, it ties at No. 2 in our overall ratings, whereas the Hoover comes in at No.
6.

Hoover WindTunnel 3 High Performance Pet Upright

Vacuum vs. the Competition

Bissell Pet Hair Eraser Turbo Upright Vacuum  »

Buy at Amazon

Best Upright Vacuum

4.1 U.S. News Rating

$247

Upright
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13.8 lbs.

MORE DETAILS SEE REVIEW »

Hoover WindTunnel 3 High Performance Pet Upright Vacuum vs. Bissell

Pet Hair Eraser Turbo Upright Vacuum 

Comparably priced, both the Hoover WindTunnel 3 High Performance Pet Upright
Vacuum and the Bissell Pet Hair Eraser Turbo Upright Vacuum share a major similarity:
they’re specifically designed to pick up pet hair. They both include an attachment tool to
remove pet hair from upholstery.

Unlike the Hoover, the Bissell isn’t equipped with a HEPA filter that benefits those who
have allergies. Instead, the Bissell features a Smartseal system that traps dust and
allergens inside the machine. As a bonus, its optional Febreze filter alleviates pet odor.

The Bissell’s biggest stand-out feature is its one-touch-release dustbin, which eliminates
the need to touch debris when clearing the vacuum’s canister.

The Bissell weighs 13.75 pounds, five pounds lighter than the Hoover, making it a better
option for those who want a unit that’s easier to haul around the house. While the Hoover
is a heavier model, it uses 12 amps of power, while the Bissell uses 7 amps.

Learn more in our Bissell vacuum review.
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Dyson Ball Animal 2 Upright Vacuum  »

Buy at Best Buy

4.0 U.S. News Rating

$500

Upright

17.5 lbs.

MORE DETAILS SEE REVIEW »

Hoover WindTunnel 3 High Performance Pet Upright Vacuum vs. Dyson

Ball Animal 2 Upright Vacuum 

The Hoover WindTunnel 3 High Performance Pet Upright Vacuum and the Dyson Ball
Animal 2 Upright Vacuum are both suitable options for pet owners. While the Hoover has
the Pet Turbo Tool for picking up pet hair from upholstery, the Dyson comes with a duster
attachment with long, soft bristles, which helps remove fine pet hair from sofas.

The Dyson, like the Hoover, captures allergens with a HEPA filter. In addition, it has an
easy-empty dustbin, meaning you can expel waste with the touch of a button instead of
using your hands.

These upright vacuums are similar in weight. Both are about 18 pounds, making them the
heaviest vacuums in our rankings. The Dyson, however, costs $260 more than the Hoover
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but ties at No. 4 in our Best Vacuums list, while the Hoover falls behind in the sixth spot.

Three Dyson models, including the Dyson Ball Animal 2 Upright Vacuum, make our
ratings. Alternatively, the Hoover WindTunnel 3 High Performance Pet Upright Vacuum is
the only model from its brand to place in our list.

Learn more in our Dyson vacuum review Dyson vacuum review.

Similar Vacuums

Hoover FAQ

How Do I Buy a Hoover Vacuum?

Buy at Amazon

4.1 U.S. News Rating

$247

Upright

13.8 lbs.

SEE REVIEW »

Buy at Best Buy

4.0 U.S. News Rating

$500

Upright

17.5 lbs.

SEE REVIEW »

Buy at Amazon

4.0 U.S. News Rating

$34

Stick

2.6 lbs.

SEE REVIEW »

Bissell Pet Hair Eraser

Turbo Upright

Vacuum »
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Dyson Ball Animal 2

Upright Vacuum »
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Bissell FeatherWeight
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You can buy Hoover vacuums directly from the company’s website. They offer free
standard shipping on orders more than $50. Hoover vacuums can also be purchased on
Amazon, as well as in stores such as Walmart, Target, Kohl’s, Macy’s, JCPenney, Bed
Bath & Beyond, Ace Hardware, and Home Depot. Aside from upright vacuums, Hoover
sells handheld vacuums, cordless stick vacuums, wet/dry utility vacuums, and a car
vacuum called the ONEPWR Blade MAX Auto Vac, which is particularly designed to clean
the interior of all types of vehicles.

Hoover WindTunnel 3 High Performance Pet Upright Vacuum  »

Buy at Amazon

Best with HEPA Filtration

3.9 U.S. News Rating

$240

Upright

18.1 lbs.

MORE DETAILS SEE REVIEW »

Does Hoover Offer a Money-Back Guarantee?

If you return a Hoover vacuum within 30 days of the purchase, the company will issue a
refund once the product is received. If you want to return it after a month, however,
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Hoover will not offer a refund unless it determines that there was a mistake made on the
company’s part for the original order. Hoover does not reimburse customers for shipping
charges on returned products. On average, the return process takes between four to six
weeks.

How Long Does a Hoover Vacuum Last?

Hoover vacuums come with a five-year warranty. Most vacuums in our Best Vacuums of
2023 rating have either a two-year or five-year warranty. Hoover’s warranty is limited to
products purchased within the United States and Canada and it only covers items
purchased from authorized retailers. For an additional cost of $12 a year, shoppers can
opt for a protection plan, which covers normal wear and tear after the included warranty
expires, as well as repairs at no additional cost.

How Do I Clean a Hoover Vacuum?

For maximum effectiveness, it’s recommended to clean the Hoover’s filter every two
months, which involves simply running it under cold water for two minutes. To clean the
vacuum’s dirt cup, empty its content into the trash before the debris reaches the
maximum line.

The Turbo Tool, which is featured on select models, can be cleaned by removing the two
screws that are secured to its bottom cover, taking off the cover, and then clearing any
dirt or hair from the brush roll and turbine fan. As the last step, place the bottom cover
back on the Turbo Tool and tighten the screws into place.

Learn More

Best Vacuum Cleaners of 2023

Best Cordless Vacuum Cleaners of 2023

Best Robot Vacuums of 2023

Shark vs Dyson Vacuum

Bissell
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Shark

Other Ratings From 360 Reviews

Best Washers of 2023

Best Dryers of 2023

Best Refrigerators of 2023

Best Mattresses of 2023

Best Pillows of 2023

Why You Can Trust Us: 44 Vacuums Researched

At U.S. News & World Report, we rank the Best Hospitals, Best Colleges, and Best Cars to
guide readers through some of life’s most complicated decisions. Our 360 Reviews team
draws on this same unbiased approach to rate the products that you use every day. To
build our ratings, we researched more than 44 vacuums and analyzed 10 reviews. Our
360 Reviews team does not take samples, gifts, or loans of products or services we
review. All sample products provided for review are donated after review. In addition, we
maintain a separate business team that has no influence over our methodology or
recommendations.
U.S. News 360 Reviews takes an unbiased approach to our recommendations. When you use our links to buy products, we may earn a
commission but that in no way affects our editorial independence.
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