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Best Label Makers of 2024

By Deirdre Mundorf | Reviewed by Marlo Jappen Porto | Updated: March 8, 2024 |

Label makers can be a useful tool around the home and office. As Betsy Fein, president
of Clutterbusters, explains, these tools “provide a convenient and efficient way to create
custom labels for organizing items, labeling files, marking containers, and various other
purposes.”

To help you find the right one for your needs, our recommendations of the best label
makers include models at different prices with different interface and connectivity
options and various features.

Our Top Picks

Best Overall: DYMO LabelManager 280 Rechargeable Portable Label Maker  »

Jump to Review ↓

Best Budget: DYMO Junior Home Embossing Label Maker  »

Jump to Review ↓

Easiest To Use: Brother P-touch PTD210BP  »

Jump to Review ↓
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Best Portable: NIIMBOT D11 Label Maker Machine  »

Jump to Review ↓

Best for Versatility: Phomemo M02 Portable Printer  »

Jump to Review ↓

Best With Bluetooth: Brother P-touch Cube Plus  »

Jump to Review ↓

Best Overall

DYMO LabelManager 280 Rechargeable Portab…
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PROS:

Computer-style qwerty
keyboard

Handheld design

Multiple text and image
formatting options

CONS:

No Bluetooth
connectivity

No automatic tape
cutter

Buy From Amazon

If you’re looking for a label maker that is easy to use, offers connectivity
options, and is compatible with labels of different widths, consider the DYMO
LabelManager 280 Rechargeable Portable Label Maker. This model offers a
computer-style qwerty keyboard to help you quickly make and print labels
directly from the unit. You can also connect it to a computer using the
included USB cable. Once connected, you can use the DYMO software to
choose from more than 20 text formatting options and add more than 200
symbols or images to your labels.

The DYMO LabelManager 280 Rechargeable Portable Label Maker is
powered by a rechargeable lithium-ion battery. It’s compatible with DYMO
labels of varying widths (1/4-inch, 3/8-inch, and 1/2-inch) to aid with your
organizational needs. After printing a label, use the manual cutter to remove
it from the unit, and then peel it off to stick on the desired item.

Specs

List Price: $54.64

Product
Dimensions:

9.5 in. W x 7.5 in. D x 3.5 in. H

Weight: 1.59 lbs.

Power Source: Rechargeable battery

EXPAND LIST 

Buy From Amazon »
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Best Budget

DYMO Junior Home Embossing Label Maker  »

PROS:

Inexpensive

Lightweight

No batteries or charging
needed

CONS:

No display screen

Only one font option Buy From Amazon

The DYMO Junior Home Embossing Label Maker is an economically priced
option. Unlike the other models on our list that print the labels you create,
this model uses an embossing system to imprint your desired text onto a
label strip. The rotary-style keyboard is intuitive – though a bit more time-
consuming – to use. Simply turn the dial until the desired letter is lined up

8/10/24, 4:19 PM Best Label Makers of 2024: Expert Picked | U.S. News

https://www.usnews.com/360-reviews/home-goods/best-label-makers 4/17

https://www.amazon.com/DYMO-Embossing-Character-Batteries-Required/dp/B000KJM57C?th=1&linkCode=ll1&tag=ru-homegoods-360-20&linkId=9f9e640476bc4a90218280c8a74f4a2a&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl&asc_source={{USN_CLICK_ID}}&asc_campaign={{DATA_TRACKING_PLACEMENT}}&asc_refurl={{SREF}}
https://www.amazon.com/DYMO-Embossing-Character-Batteries-Required/dp/B000KJM57C?th=1&linkCode=ll1&tag=ru-homegoods-360-20&linkId=9f9e640476bc4a90218280c8a74f4a2a&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl&asc_source={{USN_CLICK_ID}}&asc_campaign={{DATA_TRACKING_PLACEMENT}}&asc_refurl={{SREF}}
https://www.amazon.com/DYMO-Embossing-Character-Batteries-Required/dp/B000KJM57C?th=1&linkCode=ll1&tag=ru-homegoods-360-20&linkId=9f9e640476bc4a90218280c8a74f4a2a&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl&asc_source={{USN_CLICK_ID}}&asc_campaign={{DATA_TRACKING_PLACEMENT}}&asc_refurl={{SREF}}
https://www.amazon.com/DYMO-Embossing-Character-Batteries-Required/dp/B000KJM57C?th=1&linkCode=ll1&tag=ru-homegoods-360-20&linkId=9f9e640476bc4a90218280c8a74f4a2a&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl&asc_source={{USN_CLICK_ID}}&asc_campaign={{DATA_TRACKING_PLACEMENT}}&asc_refurl={{SREF}}
https://www.amazon.com/DYMO-Embossing-Character-Batteries-Required/dp/B000KJM57C?th=1&linkCode=ll1&tag=ru-homegoods-360-20&linkId=9f9e640476bc4a90218280c8a74f4a2a&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl&asc_source={{USN_CLICK_ID}}&asc_campaign={{DATA_TRACKING_PLACEMENT}}&asc_refurl={{SREF}}
https://www.amazon.com/DYMO-Embossing-Character-Batteries-Required/dp/B000KJM57C?th=1&linkCode=ll1&tag=ru-homegoods-360-20&linkId=9f9e640476bc4a90218280c8a74f4a2a&language=en_US&ref_=as_li_ss_tl&asc_source={{USN_CLICK_ID}}&asc_campaign={{DATA_TRACKING_PLACEMENT}}&asc_refurl={{SREF}}


with the arrow, and then click it down. Repeat until the text is complete, and
then line up the dial with the scissors icon to manually cut the tape.

This model, which operates without the use of any batteries or cables, is a
lightweight and portable option. You won’t need to worry about replacing any
batteries or having to let them charge. The Junior Home Embossing Label
Maker is only compatible with 9-millimeter tape, which DYMO offers in blue,
green, red, and black.

Specs

List Price: $18.45

Product
Dimensions:

8.15 in. W x 5 in. D x 3.35 in. H

Weight: 0.35 lbs.

Power Source: None

EXPAND LIST 

Buy From Amazon »

Easiest To Use

Brother P-touch PTD210BP  »
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PROS:

One-touch keys for easy
use

LCD screen allows you
to preview label designs

Multiple style and font
options

CONS:

Batteries not included

No Bluetooth
connectivity Buy From Amazon

The Brother P-touch PTD210BP is an appealing option to consider. Eryn
Donaldson, founder and CEO of The Model Home, selected this as her top
recommendation. She says, “It’s compact, so you can toss it in your bag if
you need to label stuff on the fly. Plus, it runs on batteries or plugs into the
wall." As a power source, the unit requires either six AAA batteries or an
alternating current (AC) adapter, both of which are sold separately.

“The interface is super user-friendly, and you can customize your labels with
different fonts and styles in no time,” Donaldson says. The associate editor
for Home Goods in 360 Reviews, Kayla Randolph, owns this model and loves
the variety of fonts, borders, and symbols that really let you add personality
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to your labels. Donaldson adds that this model “even has shortcut keys for
quick access to common labels and templates. Basically, it’s reliable, easy to
use, and gives you lots of options to play around with."

Specs

List Price: $59.99

Product
Dimensions:

6.2 in. W x 5.9 in. D x 2.7 in. H

Weight: 1.1 lbs.

Power Source: 6 AAA batteries (not included) or AC power adapter (not
included)

EXPAND LIST 

Buy From Amazon »

Best Portable

NIIMBOT D11 Label Maker Machine  »
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PROS:

Lightweight

Rechargeable battery
lasts up to two months

Bluetooth-enabled

CONS:

Not very budget-friendly

Unable to print larger
labels

Buy From Amazon

You can bring the NIIMBOT D11 Label Maker Machine wherever you go
thanks to its compact size. It weighs less than a 1/2 pound and is only about
5 inches wide and 3 inches deep, making it convenient to stash in a bag or
even your pocket. The NIIMBOT D11 Label Maker Machine has a
rechargeable lithium-ion battery that can last for up to two months on a
single charge.

This device offers Bluetooth connectivity, making it possible to design labels
from the convenience of your phone through the NIIMBOT app. Choose from
different graphics, fonts, bar codes, and more. After designing your labels
(available in 30-, 40-, and 75-millimeter widths), print them on the nontoxic
NIIMBOT label tape. This machine comes in blue, pink, white, and black.
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Specs

List Price: $55.99

Product
Dimensions:

5.2 in. W x 3.1 in. D x 1.1 in. H

Weight: 0.46 lbs.

Power Source: Rechargeable battery

EXPAND LIST 

Buy From Amazon »

Best for Versatility

Phomemo M02 Portable Printer  »

PROS:

Can also print photos

CONS:

No display screen
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and stickers

Wide variety of fonts
and design options via
app

Bluetooth connectivity

No automatic tape
cutter

Buy From Amazon

You can use the Phomemo M02 Portable Printer for more than just making
labels. The Bluetooth thermal printer can also print stickers, photographs,
lists, and more. It connects with the Phomemo app, wherein you can choose
from different fonts, themes, and filter effects. It’s compatible with several
types of paper, including colored, transparent, and semitransparent.
Phomemo even offers a special type of paper that’ll print in blue.

Compact in size, this portable printer weighs less than 1 pound and is only
about 2 inches tall with a width and depth of around 4 inches. It’s available in
five color options, including green, pink, purple, white, and black.

Specs

List Price: $39.99

Product
Dimensions:

3.94 in. W x 3.94 in. D x 1.97 in. H

Weight: 0.66 lbs.

Power Source: Rechargeable battery

EXPAND LIST 

Buy From Amazon »

Best With Bluetooth

Brother P-touch Cube Plus  »
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PROS:

Bluetooth connectivity

Various templates and
font options available

Automatic tape cutter

CONS:

Pricey

No display screen Buy From Amazon

The Brother P-touch Cube Plus makes it easy to print labels from a
smartphone, computer, or tablet. It connects wirelessly with these devices
via Bluetooth, allowing you to customize your labels to match your exact
specifications and preferences. There are three different applications that
are compatible with the printer, each offering different design and
customization options. These include the Brother iPrint&Label app and the P-
touch Design&Print2 app for smartphones and tablets and the P-touch Editor
software for desktop and laptop computers.

This label maker features a built-in lithium-ion battery. It’s compatible with
Brother P-touch TZe label tapes up to 1 inch wide, which gives you flexibility
with what you’ll be able to label with it. Each purchase includes two label
tape rolls (a 0.94-inch-by-13.1-foot Black Print on White Starter Label Tape
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and a 0.94-inch-by-6.5-foot Black Print on Premium Glitter Gold Starter Label
Tape).

Specs

List Price: $99.99

Product
Dimensions:

5 in. W x 5 in. D x 2.6 in. H

Weight: 1.41 lbs.

Power Source: Rechargeable battery

EXPAND LIST 

Buy From Amazon »

The Bottom Line

The best label maker for you will depend on your labeling needs, preferences
regarding how you’ll create the labels (with the label maker itself or through a
connected computer or smartphone app), and budget. We selected the DYMO
LabelManager 280 Rechargeable Portable Label Maker as our top pick. We like that it
features a computer-style qwerty keyboard and how you can connect it to a
computer for a wider selection of fonts and images. This model is portable and
comfortable to hold in your hand.

Things To Consider When Buying Label Makers

Size: As you shop for a new label maker, size is one factor that you’ll want to
consider. First, keep the overall size of each model in mind as you think about how
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you plan on using the label maker. Consider whether you’ll be using it only at home or
in the office or if you want something with a more compact and portable design
that’ll be easy to bring with you to other locations.

Beyond the size of the unit itself, consider the size of the screen, if it has one. If you’ll
be previewing the labels on the screen or using it to select different fonts or
templates, you’ll want one that’s large enough to see clearly. This may be especially
important for label makers that don’t have the capabilities to connect with a
computer, as you’ll be designing all of your labels on the screen, not on your PC.

Finally, also consider the size(s) of the labels that you can make with the machine.
Some models are compatible with labels of different sizes, while others may only
make a single size. Think about what you want to be able to label, and choose a
model that’s compatible with appropriately sized labels.

Batteries and Charging: While some label makers come with a USB cable or an AC
adapter (or are compatible with one that you can purchase separately), most are
battery-powered. However, you’ll notice that some use alkaline batteries, while others
have rechargeable lithium-ion batteries. There are pros and cons for each battery
type that you’ll need to weigh when deciding which is the right choice for you.

If you choose a model that’s powered by AA, AAA, or other alkaline batteries, you’ll
need to make sure that you have a spare set of batteries on hand to replace them
when they die. You’ll also have to account for the added cost of purchasing new
batteries. However, as long as you have spare batteries available, you won’t have to
worry about stopping in the middle of a labeling project to let a battery charge.

Label makers with a lithium-ion battery may save you money in the long run since
you won’t need to purchase replacement batteries. Many last for several hours on a
single charge, allowing you to label many items at the same time. However, when the
battery runs out, you’ll have to stop what you’re doing and give it time to recharge.

Interface: A user-friendly interface is a must when choosing a label maker.
Donaldson says, “Look for one that’s easy to navigate. You don’t want to spend ages
figuring out how to make a simple label!"

Consider the type of keyboard that the label maker uses (or if it connects to a
computer so you can use a standard keyboard to create your labels). Nonconnected
models may have a rotary keyboard that you’ll need to turn to spell out words. Others
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may have a qwerty keyboard, which is the same layout as what you’ll find on a
standard keyboard for a computer. This style can be easier to use because you’ll
likely be familiar with where the keys are positioned. Some label makers have an
alphabet-style keyboard where the keys are in alphabetical order.

Beyond the keyboard layout, consider the other functions of each unit. How do you
change the font or layout of the label? How do you print the finished labels? Think
about how easy these and other tasks will be.

Customization Options: Customization varies between label makers. While some
don’t allow you to change the font or its size, others offer multiple font options. You
can even select the size of the font and choose from bold or italic choices with some
models. If you want your labels to stand out or match a certain theme, then you may
want to prioritize choosing a label maker that offers a wide range of customization
options.

In addition to the ability to choose from different fonts, some label makers also offer
different graphics or symbols. With these, you can make your labels more unique and
help them better fit the purpose you have in mind.

Special Features: While some label makers are more basic, others offer additional
features that may make them a better fit for your needs. We already discussed how
some models allow you to customize the font or add images or symbols to your
labels. Additionally, some label makers can also print bar codes. If you’re looking for
a label maker to use for a retail store, then this might be a feature you’re interested in
since it can assist with faster customer checkouts. Bluetooth label makers are more
likely to offer this feature. Donaldson says, “If you like tech-savvy gadgets, consider if
you want one that can connect to your computer or phone for extra features.”

Another feature that you might want to look for is storage. If you think you’ll want to
print the same label(s) again in the future, then having a label maker with a memory
function can prevent you from having to recreate the same label every time you need
it. Just be sure to check how many label designs can be stored. Some may only be
able to save a few dozen, while others may have a storage capacity of closer to 100.

Recurring Costs: As you’re shopping for the best label maker, you’re likely comparing
the prices of each model. And while this is important, it isn’t the only thing you’ll want
to consider when thinking about how much money you’ll end up spending. Label
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makers come with recurring costs. For instance, you’ll need to purchase more label
tape or paper to keep printing new labels. However, the cost of these supplies can
vary by manufacturer. Before finalizing your decision about which model you want to
buy, do some comparison shopping to see what you can expect to spend when you
need to purchase more paper for your unit.

How We Chose the Best Label Makers

To help us curate our list of the best label makers, we reached out to two
professional organizers: Eryn Donaldson, founder and CEO of The Model Home, and
Betsy Fein, president of Clutterbusters. In addition to considering the insight and
recommendations of these two experts, we considered the information shared by
both everyday customers and professional reviewers, aiming to select label makers
with a range of functions and features available to suit different budgets.

WHY SHOULD YOU TRUST US?

Our contributors and editors have years of experience researching, testing, and
reviewing products. The author of this piece, Deirdre Mundorf, has five years of
experience writing reviews about home- and family-related products. She previously
worked as an elementary school teacher for more than a decade, so she
understands the importance of having the right tools and devices – whether it be for
school or the workplace – to succeed. Mundorf regularly contributes to U.S. News
360 Reviews and has also written for several other online publications, including Bob
Vila, USA Today, and House Digest.

FAQ

How do label makers work?

Can you recycle label cartridges?
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About Our Team

Deirdre Mundorf
Contributor

Read more

Marlo Jappen Porto
Former Editor

Read more

U.S. News 360 Reviews takes an unbiased approach to our recommendations. When you use our links to buy products, we may earn a
commission but that in no way affects our editorial independence.

What’s the difference between a label maker and a label printer?

Mundorf is a freelance writer who specializes in home goods,
family, and pet content. She has more than three years of
experience as a professional writer and her work has been
featured in Bob Vila, Discover Magazine, and House Digest.
Prior to her freelancing career, Mundorf was an elementary
school teacher for more than a decade.

Marlo Jappen Porto is a former editor for U.S. News 360
Reviews, focusing on home goods. Prior to joining the team,
she was a researcher at NBCUniversal, where she gathered
compelling and relevant archival content for live broadcasts. In
addition, she has spent years working as an editor and
community journalist.
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